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Sparky’s Big Surprise - courtes ortaru 


By the Editor 


Once upon a time there was a retired 
radio op named Sparky. He was an 
expert in his craft. He had operated 
stations aboard ship and on land. He 
could still copy Morse at a good clip, 
knew correct voice-comm procedures 
and had learned RTTY before he went 
back on the beach for good. He had a 
good CW fist, too. He had been 
around a LONG time. 


Now in his leisure time he took part 
in amateur CW nets and he was a 
regular on the VHF weather-warning 
system in his area. But he took life as 
it came; Sparky was a very easy-going, 
genial old guy. 

One day not long ago Sparky was in 
his snug radio shack, monitoring the 
goings-on in the 40-meter CW band. If 
he heard an interesting QSO, he might 
“read-the-mail” or even join in. 

Here came a snappy fist rolling along 
about 30 wpm. Sparky began to copy... 


.. DISCUSSION PAPER PREPARED 
BY A GROUP CALLED THE 
FUTURE OF THE AMATEUR SER- 
VICE COMMITTEE (FASC) 
APPOINTED BY DICK BALDWIN, 
W1RU, PRESIDENT OF IARU. THE 
PAPER COVERS POINTS LIKE - 


SHOULD MORSE CODE TESTING 
BE KEPT AS A TREATY OBLIGA- 
TION AS IT IS NOW INTO THE 
NEXT CENTURY - KEEPING IN 
MIND THE LIKELY AGENDA FOR 
WRC-99. THE COMMITTEE 
ASKED FOR COMMENTS. BY 
JUNE 30, 1996. 


Brainwashed ? 


ASE DROPS wilt CeAR UP AnvTuNG! * 


IN 1994 THE IARU CW AD HOC 
COMMITTEE SAID IT IS 
ESSENTIAL FOR RADIO AMA- 
TEURS USING BANDS BELOW 30 
MHZ TO BE ABLE TO QSO WITH- 
OUT REGARD TO EQUIPMENT 
OR LANGUAGE BARRIERS AND 
SAID THAT THE MORSE CODE IS 
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THE ONLY PRACTICAL MEANS 
OF ASSURING THAT ALL AMA- 
TEUR STATIONS CAN WORK 
EACH OTHER. FASC SUGGESTS 
THAT SO MUCH HAS CHANGED 
SINCE 1994 THAT IT’S IMPOS- 
SIBLE NOW TO SAY THAT 1996 
AMATEUR RADIO CONDITIONS 
WILL BE STABLE INTO THE 
FUTURE. 


FASC ADDS THAT WRC AGEN- 
DAS ARE VERY CROWDED. IT IS 
UNREASONABLE, IT SAYS, TO 
EXPECT THAT THE MORSE 
TREATY ARTICLE S25, HAVING 
BEEN PUT ON THE AGENDA 
FOR WRC-99, WOULD BE 
REVIEWED AGAIN AT ANOTHER 
CONFERENCE IN THE FORSEE- 
ABLE FUTURE. ANY CHANGES 


TO ARTICLE 25 THAT MAY BE 


DESIRABLE FOR THE NEXT 
DECADE OR TWO MUST BE 
CONSIDERED NOW. 


ON THAT BASIS THIS COMMIT- 
TEE HAS CONCLUDED THAT S25 
SHOULD BE REMOVED AS A 
TREATY OBLIGATION BT AR 
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Sparky tore off his phones in 
disbelief. “What!?° he shouted. What 
in tarnation’s going on? This thing is 
about the WRC that’s coming up in 
99," he thought. ‘"What’s the ding- 
dang rush? Sounds like FASC is 
saying that since Morse testing will be 
(Continued - Page 2) 
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Sparky - from Page 1 


dropped eventually - why not now? 
Well, I don’t buy that! Who wants to 
re-do the Morse treaty and WHY 
Now?" 


*«xt 


The Editor Says... 


SOWP is not a radio amateur 
organization, per se. However, like the 
amateur radio service, our members 
are involved in the daily use and 
preservation of Morse code as we have 
known it. We therefore want our 
readers to be aware of this latest event 
in what some are saying may be the 
end of Morse and the CW mode itself. 


We, the Society officers and board 
members have had our say to IARU/ 
FASC. _ If you agree with Sparky, why 
not write a letter to your local newspa- 
per editor or to your Congressperson? 
Or why not go down to your local boys 
and girls club or Scout troop and start 
a Morse Code class? Let nothing you 
dismay! 


x2 
The President’s Column 


On page 3 you will find a position 
statement by SOWP to the IARU 
(International Amateur Radio Union) 
concerning possible deletion of the 
current requirement in ITU Radio 
Regulations for Morse _ proficiency 
testing to operate an amateur station 
below 30 MHz. Page one has an 
editorial by “Sparky” * on the same 
subject. A footnote at the end of 
Sparky’s remarks says that SOWP is 
Hot an organization of radio amateurs. 
However, like the amateur radio ser- 
vice, SOWP is steeped in the tradition 
of Morse code. Consequently, our 
members should be made aware of this 
latest event in what could hasten the 
demise of Morse code. (*aka. 
Beacon editor Ted Phelps). 


The same applies to to our position 
statement - whether it’s the Coast 
Guard, the maritime community, or 
the amateur community, we would be 
remiss if we did not object to what 
could be characterized as “the un- 
timely death of Morse code”. 


My letter to the Board of Governors 
appeared in the summer issue of the 
Beacon Several of the Board mem- 
bers responded, but P'm not aware that 
they shared their thoughts with other 
Board members, so their comments 
are summarized below without com- 
ment, as all Board members should 
have an opportunity to consider and 
respond without prejudice to the out- 
come. I encourage Board members to 
consider these comments, to discuss 
them with others, and to continue to 
correspond with me and with other 
members of the Board. 


Alice Mitchell (GOEEJ) suggests that 
the Society should advertise itself more 
widely, especially in countries other 
than the U.S.A; that professional 
operators training under present day 
conditions be encouraged to join, as a 
future war or other calamity might 
disable more sophisticated communica- 
tions and necessitate returning to CW 
for some functions; and she favors 
Ben Russell’s (N6SL) suggestion that 
commercial R/T licensees without 
experience also be eligible. 


Olive Roeckner (VE7ERA) agrees 
that there must be thousands of indivi- 
duals worldwide who meet SOWP 
membership criteria, and that we 
should advertise to make them aware 
of SOWP. She also hears that one 
can find out everything about anything 
via the Internet, and wonders if SOWP 
can advertise that way. 


Erich Walter (HB9CHE) notes that 
the Swiss Chapter membership has 
declined due to lack of interest, and 
that the principal remaining activity is 
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SOWP members participating in 
SOWP CW nets. Despite this 
adversity, Erich maintains regular con- 
tact with members in Denmark, Ger- 
many, Italy, Spain, and Sweden. 


Earl Korf (K2IC) feels that limiting 
new members to those who meet our 
original and unchanged membership 
criteria leaves out engineers, teachers, 
etc. and that a large number of our 
present membership never held a com- 
mercial ticket. He advocates broaden- 
ing the requirements, eliminating the 
time-categories (SGP, P, V etc) and 
having a single designation of member- 
ship. Financially, he does not forsee 
that dues increases alone are suffi- 
cient, and proposes a “Booster Club” 
approach for voluntary donations, 
which would be recognized by name 
but not amount in the Beacon 


Your President notes a comment 
which arises time and again: to reprint 
an issue of the Sparks Journal to 
attract new members. There are many 
variations on this theme. All are ambi- 
tious and costly - but they may be 


_worth investigating. One might be to 


consolidate the whole file of Jourmals 
into a book which could be sold to any 
and all interested persons. This would 
require a dedicated volunteer editorial 
group, but one of our stated objectives 
is to preserve the history of early 
wireless pioneers and pioneering. As 
President Kennedy said: “You say 
why? I say, why not?” 
-73, Jack Kelleher, 


President, SOWP 
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SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, INC. 
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nternational Amateur 
of Amateur 
IARU 


Radio 
Radio Service 
International 


Union (IARU) 
Committee (FASC) 
Secretariat 


P.O. Box 310905 Newington, CT 06131-0905 
age Morse Code as Part of International Treaty 


he amateur radio community. It amounts to a sudden, 180-degree turn, based on 
expediency, not upon reasonable discussion. 


iecipeeerated proficiency in International Morse code for amateur radio stations 


pperating below 30 MHz. 
Respectfully, 


(SOWP Officers & Board of Governors) 


Turbulent Times 
A Report by the Editor 


The action by the IARU-FASC 
committee was only the beginning- 
like “dropping the first shoe’. We 
quote the following excerpts from 
"It Seems to Us..." in OS7,; July, 1996: 


*.. Lhe United States is preparing for 
the 1997 ITU World Radiocommunica- 
tion Conference, WRC-97... 


“One of the WRC-97 agenda items 
includes consideration of possible addi- 
tional frequency allocations for the 
mobile-satellite service. So-called ’Lit- 
tle LEOs’, low earth-orbit satellites 
below 1 GHz, already have allocations. 


Their proponents claim these are 
inadequate and are trying for more. 
The needs of little LEOs are being 
addressed in Informal Working Group 
2A, (TWG-2A)...of the Department of 
State. The ARRL Technical Relations 
staff participates in [WG-2A to repre- 
sent Amateur Radio interests. 

"At the May 7 [WG meeting, an 


industry representative presented a list 
of ’candidate bands’ for little Leos..." 


*..Incredibly, 144-148 and 420-450 
MHz were included on the list! 
This is the first time in memory that 
another service has been proposed for 
the two-meter amateur band... 


ARRL explained this precedent- 
breaking situation to littke LEO repre- 
sentatives at the May 7 meeting and in 
a May 15 follow-up letter. The 
industry response said their proposal 
would stand until all their spectrum 
needs are satisfied. 


The League thereupon issued a call 
to action which “...caused so much 
input to be generated - more than 
1,000 comments in less than a week- 
that the FCC had to modify its 


procedures to cope with the 
deluge.” 
The Board of Directors of the 


American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL) met from July 18 -20 at 
Rocky Hill, CT. Many items were 
discussed. Among them: 

Executive Vice President David 
Sumner, K1ZZ was instructed to use 
all available means to vigorously 
Oppose commercial encroachment into 
the 2-meter and 70-cm bands. 


The WRC-99 Planning Committee 
was authorized funding to conduct a 
survey as part of its work in developing 
recommendations for the ARRL 
Board. The International Morse Code 
requirement is one topic on the WRC- 
99 agenda. 
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On June 13, 1996, we received this 
appropriate e-mail from SOWP Senior 
VP Ben Russell: 


“QSL your recent e-mail messages 
concerning 2 meter and 70 cm band 
situations. This is similar to the actions 
of FCC and “advisory” groups who 
pass GMDSS without a true technical 
analysis of the situation. Unfor- 
tunately, it seems that the Lawyers 
have taken over all FCC management 
positions and the concept of QRM and 
joint usage of the radio spectrum with 
different emissions is beyond their 
understanding!” Amen - Editor. 


A Letter dated July 2, 1996 to 


Waldo T. Boyd, Executive Secretary, 
SOWP 


Dear Mr. Boyd: 


Enclosed please find a copy of a May 
29, 1996 article from the Winchendon 
Courier relative to a ceremony honor- 
ing a Merchant Marine Radio Officer 
almost 54 years after his death. Also 
enclosed is a copy of a May 30, 1996 
letter to ne from Jim Richards, SOWP 
2676-M (KIGRM). The article and 
letter are self explanatory. However, I 
must tell you “the ‘rest of the story”. 


In the Sept. 1988 issue of O7T you 
published a story from a 1942 newspa- 
per account of the death of my uncle, 
Hudson Adoc Hewey. I had inquired if 
perhaps some SOWP members might 
have known him, or of the ship on 
which he served. The Sept-Oct. 1989 
issue of the World Wireless Beacon 
idlentified the ship as the SS 
STEPHEN HOPKINS, which was sunk 
in the South Alantic on Sept 27, 1942, 
by two German raiders. My uncle and 
Jim Richards both were from Win- 
chendon, MA. 


Jim wrote me in 1993 and told me he 
had kept those SOWP articles all those 
years since publication until his recent 
retirement and return to Winchendon. 
He stated that he coud not find any 
record of any notice of my uncle’s 
heroism, in Winchendon. He im- 
mediately contacted Mr. Charles 
Grout, the local Veterans Service Offi- 
cer. After being in contact with me and 
my cousin, Mrs. Beverly Smith of 
Laconia, NH, they both went to work 


to gather information. In the meantime’ 


Merchant Marine forces of World 
War II were granted Veterans status. 


Radio Officer Hudson “Adoc’ Hewey, kil- 
led in action with the enemy while at his post 
aboard the Liberty ship Stephen Hopkins. 
(Photo Credit: Edward Sheldon) 


The Courer article and Jim’s letter 
tell the final chapter. You have no idea 
how proud I was on Memorial Day. 


The purpose of this letter is to inform 
you of the absolutely fabulous deed 
that Jim accomplished. Here is a man 
who did not know my Uncle Adoc, did 
not know me, and yet he inspired and 
assisted the Veterans Service Officer 
in the planning and finalizing of a 
memorial to a fellow “Sparks”. What 
these two gentlemen (Jim Richards 
and Mr. Grout) have done Is far 
beyond anything I or my cousin had 
imagined. I would like for you to tell 
the entire SOWP what they have done. 


Very sincerely yours, and 73, 
(signed) Edward F. Sheldon 


KC4ZB, SOWP 1422-V. (820 Legare 
Rd., Aiken, SC., 29803) 


Well, it has finally been done. I am 
happy to be able to inform you that 
your uncle Hudson Adoc Hewey’s 
name was added to the WW2 monu- 
ment at American Legion Park in 
Winchendon on Memorial Day, May 
27th. 


His name joins the list of the men 
from Winchendon who lost their lives 
in the war. I know he wasn’t living here 
then but in a sense, we feel he was one 
of us because he was born here and 
lived here for a time in his childhood. 
There was a pretty good turnout and 
one man congratulated me for my part 
in helping bring this about... 


..Flis name is now on our monument 
and is the only one under the heading 


- “Merchant Marines”. Semper Fi... 


... Without Charlie Grout none of this 
would have happened at all; he put a 
lot of effort into tracking down all the 
information - which was necessary, 
since he would have been remiss in his 
duty if he had simply taken my word 
for all this and carved the monument 
with a name that might later be found 
to be invalid. He did what he was 
supposed to do and I think he did a 
good job. 


I shall always wonder, whenever | 
pass that monument, if there were 
others; Merchant sailors from this 
town who were lost somewhere in the 
world’s oceans during the war and 


remain unremarked and unknown in 
their own home town. There ts so little 


Continued - Page 5 


Sparks Is Remembered - from P. 4 


awareness of the sea in these places 
that it could easily have happened. 


But, we have brought one of them 
home and Hudson Adoc Hewey will 
have to represent all his shipmates, 
whether they came from here or not. 
Winchendon, Massachusetts is now 
one of the few towns in this region 
having a veterans’ monument which 
even mentions the maritime service. 
Maybe it is the only one. It is the only 
one that I know of anyway. 


I am sorry that neither you nor your 
cousin Mrs. Smith could attend but I 
understand. I thought of both of you 
during the ceremony and when I was 
uncovering Adoc’s name on the monu- 
ment. 


I'm sure old Sparks would have been 
pleased. 


73, OM(signed) Jim Richards, 2676-M, 
K1GRM 


(In the World Wireless Beacon for 
September, 1990, SOWP carried the 
detailed story of the valiant struggle in 
the South Atlantic in 1942 between a 
US. Liberty ship, the S/S STEPHEN 
HOPKINS and two German surface 
raiders. Her Radio Officer was Hud- 
son Adoc Hewey who perished with his 
vessel after a furious 20-minute gun 
battle. Excerpts are reprinted below - 
Editor.) 


*.-~On April 14, 1942, the S/S STE- 
PHEN HOPKINS was sent down the 
ways at Richmond, California into the 
pages of American history. Not unlike 
the hundreds of other Liberty ships 
that would be built and sailed against 
the enemy during World War II, the 
STEPHEN HOPKINS and her crew 
were to write a gallant and heroic 
chapter in the history of the American 
Merchant Marine. 


Not long after her launching, the 
HOPKINS was fitted out and her crew 


came aboard. If ever a ship represen- 
ted the United States, it was the 
HOPKINS. As America was the melt- 
ing pot of nationalities, so too was this 
ship’s company a cross section of many 
lands. Her Mastcr, Captain Paul Buck, 
was born in Germany. Her Chief 
Engineer, Rudolph Rutz, began life in 
Switzerland... 


After off-loading troops and cargo at 
Bora-Bora, (her first port of call), the 
STEPHEN HOPKINS set a course for 
..New  Zealand,.. Australia and... 


South Africa. At Capetown, Captain 


Buck received orders to sail alone in 
ballast to Paramaribo, Surinam, South 
America, where the HOPKINS would 
take on a cargo of bauxite for the 
United States... 


(But on September 27, 1942, the 
HOPKINS 6ssailed)...right into the ren- 
desvous of the German raider STIER 
and her supply ship TANNENFELS. 
..Lhe STIER’s commander, Captain 
Gerlach, flew his battle flag at the 
masthead. Aboard the American 
Liberty ship, Captain Buck ordered the 
helm over hard and the Stars and 
Stripes run up so the Germans would 
have no doubt about who they were 
taking on... 


Radio Officer Adoc Hewey needed 
no orders. He was already at his post 
when Captain Buck gave the order to 
get a message away. By now the 
rounds from the STIER were methodi- 
cally turning the once fine Liberty ship 
into a fiery mass of twisted steel...As 
though an unseen hand guided them, 
all aboard the STEPHEN HOPKINS 
were determined their ship would not 
be taken. Their colors would never be 
struck... 


Nor was the radio shack spared. 
The screaming shells tore into the hide 
of the merchantman. Adoc ignored all 
this and... kept sending signals that the 
HOPKINS was under attack ...(by) a 
German raider. 


... Lhe next salvo landed closer to the 
radio room. It destroyed the Liberty’s 
mainmast and at last brought down the 
antenna...(Then) a salvo landed 
directly on the radio shack. This 
explosion...killed Radio Officer Hewey 
instantly. As was the case with all the 
HOPKINS crew, Adoc had fought to 
the very last. 


The STEPHEN HOPKINS valiant 
defense was effective. The STIER 
sustained such severe damage that 
Captain Gerlach had to scuttle her. 
The warship commander would later 
state that the fight put up by the 
American vessel was so intense that he 
had been beaten by an enemy armed 
raider much like his own. 


On that September morning in 1942 
on that lonely bit of South Atlantic, 
the SSS STEPHEN HOPKINS slipped 
beneath the waves still bravely flying 
the Stars and Stripes. So ended what 
probably was one of the most strenu- 
ous sea battles of World War 1, 
earning the HOPKINS the honorable 
title of “Gallant Ship’... A single 
surviving lifeboat got away (and was 
finally able to land 10 of 41 merchant 
mariners and 5 Navy armed guardsmen 
on the South American coast 31 days 
later.) 


..Later in 1942, Dr. G. Austin Hewey, 
brother of Adoc, was to receive the 
U.S. Merchant Marine Mariners 
Medal. (Part of its citation reads): 


"..Radio Officer Hewey was lost 
when his ship..was sunk by enemy 
raiders September 27, 1942. He was 
one of those men who today are so 
gallantly upholding the traditions of 
those hearty mariners who defied 
anyone to stop the American flag from 
sailing the seas in the early days of this 
Republic..." 


Hudson Adoc Hewey was a Radio 
Officer with 20 years active service in 
the American Merchant Marine. 


THE ASTONIA TRAGEDY 


A Report by Birgitta Gustafsson -SOWP 3854-M 
Member of the Board of Governors - Koeping, Sweden 


Introduction - from the Washington 
Fost, Sunday, October 2, 1994: 


STOCKHOLM, Oct. 1, -”An exciting 
trip!” said the splashy brochure, plug- 
ging a ferry excursion to the lovely 
Estonian capital of Tallinn. “See City 
Hall Square, Alexander Nevsky Cath- 
edral and much more! Welcome to a 
beautiful cruise!” 


Enticed by that offer, 56 retirees 
from a club in the Swedish town of 
Norrkoping plunked down $130 apiece 
for the three-day, two-night journey. 
They set off Monday (Sept. 26, 1994) 
from Stockholm aboard the ferry 
£stoma, happily expecting a little sight- 
seeing and lots of merriment. After all, 
the stoma was well known for its 
convivial “booze cruises.” 


But the Zstonma never made it back 
to Sweden’s shores. The bodies of all 
56 of the Norrkoping retirees-plus at 
least 853 other passengers and crew 
members-have either been fished out 
of the frigid Baltic or remain inside the 
ferry that is a watery tomb on the 


ocean floor. Of the 1,050 or more 
people on board, only 141 survived... 
; a 


In November, 1995, I attended a 
meeting of RO veterans in Goeteborg, 
Sweden. There I met Alfred Synek of 
the Swedish National 
Administration who qave a speech 
about GMDSS. Afterwards Mr. Synek 
was asked many questions concerning 
the Astoma tragedy, as he was connec- 
ted to the commission of inquiry. 


Maritime . 


"It didn't happen 
im the China Sea or 
Mm the Philippines 
somewhere. This 
happened outside 
Out very front door 
on a route we al 
use Often.” 


- The Rev. Karl Erik Nylund, canon 
of Stockholm’s Lutheran cathedral. 
(From the Washington /as?) 


Recently I also visited Stockholm 
Radio/SDJ/MRCC (Marine Rescue- 
Coordination Centre) and talked with 
the operators in charge of the SAR 
(Search and Rescue) traffic that night, 
September 28th, 1994. I have read 
most of what has been written about 
the tragedy, books and articles. Two 
well known Swedish journalists, 
Anders Joerle and Anders Hellberg, 
have made a thorough study of all 
documents released until today and 
have written a book to give their 
version of what happened that night. 
The official commission of inquiry 
have not yet brought down their 
report. 

Ng ae ee i eaein thee : 


stoma had a radio station with at 
least 500 KHz CW and 2182 kHz RT, 
probably HF too. She also had a radio 


operator, Tiit Sooaluste, 28. The radio 
station was on deck 8, immediately 
below the bridge. There were only four 
cabins, all with separate bedrooms, on 
that deck: the captain’s and the chief 
engineer’s quarters, the radio cabin/the 
radio officer’s bedroom and a VIP 
cabin. The radio cabin was aft of the 
Master’s cabin on the starboard side. 
To get out on deck, the inhabitants of 
deck 8 had to either take the stairs up 
to the bridge or down to deck 7. 


None of the persons living on deck 8 
survived or seem to have been seen 
during the last half hour before the 
ship sank. Perhaps they could not get 
out of their cabins due to the consider- 
able starboard list. Their cabin doors 
faced the ship’s centerline. Why the 
master did not order the RO to send 
an SOS we will never know. 


If the RO was in his cabin he was 
probably asleep as it was well after 
midnight. According to the rules of 
today only one radio operator was 
needed and the radio station therefore 
was not manned 24 hours during the 


_ sea voyage. 


The young second and fourth mates 
had the watch on the bridge from 
midnight forward. The mates on board 
Estonian ships were trained by the old 
Soviet regime, not supposed to take 
their own initiatives. A guess is that 
the officers onboard stoma dared not 
send a Mayday until the captain came 
to the bridge - if he ever did. 


As there was a radio operator on 
board, the mates were probably not 
trained in sending radio traffic even if 
they had GOCs (General Operator 
Certificates). They had access to VHF 
on the bridge and a MF RT in the 
chartroom. Via the MF RT an alarm 


signal could have been sent by pushing 
a button. The Mayday call fram 


Continued - Page 7 


EESTONITA - From Page 6 


Estoma was transmitted on VHF 
channel 16. Three passenger ships in 
the vicinity, the Marella the Sifa 


The few exchanges of messages bet- 
ween ston/a and the other ships 
followed no rules of emergency traffic. 
£stoma was asked over and over 
again of her position, unneeded infor- 
mation as the other ships all had her 
on their radar screens. 


Turku radio in Finland was the 
nearest MRCC. It seems a young 
lieutenant was on watch and the rest 
of the staff was on standby duty at 
home (unlike Stockholm Radio/ 
MRCC, which always has SAR staff 
on the spot). The lieutenant started to 
alert the staff before he sent out any 
rescue vessel or helicopters. Turku had 
no direct contact with Estonia. 


The Master of Sija Zuropa called 
Turku Radio but got no answer. The 
master of Afarel/z tried in vain to get 
in contact with Helsinki Radio/MRCC, 
both on VHF and 2182 kHz. Not until 
he used a mobile telephone did he get 
through. 


The Finns say there was ORM from 
another station blocking reception on 
VHF, but why did the call on 2182 not 
get through? 

Stockholm Radio/SDJ/MRCC was 
never informed from Turku MRCC of 
the Mayday call and was not able to 
read the VHF traffic. SDJ knew 
nothing until Mariehamn Radio on the 
Aaland Islands made a telephone call 
to SDJ half an hour after the Mayday 
from stoma, telling them the ship had 
some problems. At that time Estonia 
was already disappearing from the 
radar screens of the ships in the 
vicinity. 


Stockholm had access to a lot of 
helicopters and could have got them 
into the air earlier if correctly infor- 
med. 


The SAR radio traffic can at best be 
called chaotic. When Turku asked 
Helsinki Radio to send out an official 
emergency call it only transmitted a 
PAN message. Nobody called Stock- 
holm MRCC; but when SDJ called 
Turku it was only given the mobile 
phone number to Aston/2 - when the 
ship had already disappeared from the 
radar screens and was now resting on 
the bottom of the sea! 


There were two EPIRBS on board 
the Zstomia None was activated. They 
had recently been ashore for servicing. 
The servicemen were not allowed to 
put them back in their racks and make 
them ready for use. Number one was 
delivered to a mate and number two 
directly to the RO. Both EPIRBs were 
washed ashore in the Baltic in their 
boxes a couple of days later, and both 
worked as they should when they were 
activated. 

But it would not have mattered in the 
£stomia case had they worked, as it 
takes around ONE HOUR until the 
alarm comes through to the right 
MRCC (according to Synek). With 
CW from the RO on board it would 
have taken a couple of minutes only 
before the whole of northern Europe 
would have been alerted! 


- Birgitta Gustafsson 
* = & 
(Quoting again from the Washington 
Post): 

The Astonds sinking was Western 
Europe’s Zitanic - the continent’s 
worst seagoing disaster in peacetime 
and one of its worst civil catastrophes 
of the century. Like the ZiZzarc the 
£stoma immediately inspired a caco- 


phony of finger-pointing, soul-search- 
ing, instant analysis, even myth-mak- 
ing... 


..-Unlike the 1,500 or so passengers 
who perished on the Zif#zarc in 1912, 
many of whom were wealthy and 
prominent, the passengers aboard the 
£stoma were neighbors and col- 
leagues, cousins and school chums. It 
was all too close to home, too familiar, 
too domestic... 


Paul Barney, 35, a landscaper who 
was the only British citizen aboard, 
told of being awakened by the noise of 
furniture and ashtrays crashing 
around. It was around 1 a.m. Wednes- 
day, a few hours after the ferry had set 
off from Talinn on its return voyage to 
Stockholm... 


Barney rushed to an exit door where 
he was briefly joined by an Estonian 
man, who saw a life jacket rushing in 
on the water filling the ship and 
decided to make a leap for it. 


“The waves came through and 
dragged him down through the ship,” 
Barney said. You could see the sea 
coming up in a maelstrom. The 
Estonian guy just disappeared into it. I 
never saw him again.” 


..Are big ferries such as the Astoma 

inherently unsafe? Should new 
designs and safety procedures be 
required...? 


...Nowhere have questions been asked 
more loudly than in Sweden, home to 
the greatest number of the dead, 
perhaps 500 or more - a devastating 
blow for a country of just 8.6 million. 
At least as great a shock was sustained 
by the tiny former Soviet republic of 
Estonia, population 16 million, the 
home of at least 165 of the passengers 
and most of the 188 crew members. 


Mail 


Incoming 


Here’s a greeting to Edgar L. 
Mitchell, Evansville, IN. "Mitch" has 
filed his wartime story with us and it’s 
time to share it with our Beacon 
readers: 


I Joined The Army and 
Went to Sea 


By Edgar L. Mitchell, 3504-V, NSASO 


While in high school, I became 
interested in amateur Radio. I went to 
the Library and checked out every 
book I could find on the subject. Then, 
I practiced Morse code until I could 
copy 13 wpm. I took the FCC 
examination and was issued amateur 
radio call sign W9IJA. Bought a short- 
wave radio receiver and built a radio 
transmitter. Operated mostly on 160 
meter AM phone. 


While in the Army at Camp Shelby, 
Miss., I attended radio school. There 
my code speed increased to 20 WPM. 
Later I was assigned to be a radio 
operator on the freighter SS Thomp- 
son Lykes/WHBR. There was also a 
Merchant Marine Radio Operator. He 
taught me the finer points of Marine 
Radio Operating. I learned, among 
other things, that the Chart Room 
needed a “Time Tick” every 8 hours. 
This was so they could adjust the 
chronometer. They had to have the 
exact time in order to navigate the 
ship. We would tune in a standard time 
signal and patch it to a speaker in the 
Chart Room. I learned that the world 
map was blocked off into grid squares. 
They were named 1A, 1B, 1C, 2A, 2B, 
2C, etc. 


The bridge would notify the radio 


room of our position, every 4 hours. 
That way, we could locate where we 
were on the world map and know 
which measages to copy. Some of the 
messages from the coastal stations 
would start off: "BAMS 2B de NSS.” 
(Broadcast Allied Merchant Ships). 
Some of the messages were in five- 
letter code groups. They had to be put 
into a de-coding machine. The Captain 
kept the machine in a safe in his office. 
If you got one single letter wrong while 
copying the message, it wouldn’t 
decode. 


While we were in New York City, 
they sent me to Radio School. I 
passed the test and was issued a Radio 
Telegraph License 1st Class. My code: 
speed was now about 45 WPM and I 
was able to copy the Press Wireless 
news broadcasts for the ships newspa- 
per. All ships stood watch on 500 kHz 


(600 meters). This was the emergency — 


and calling frequency. When contact 
was made, you moved to another, 
usually a lower frequency but for long 
distance you used HF. My duties 
included answering signal lights from 
shore and other ships. I studied Sema- 
phore flags in New York, but never 
had to use them while at sea. 


That assignment lasted the entire 
year of 1942. In February, THOMP- 
SON LYKES sailed to the Panama 
Canal, where we saw naval action, 
ramming a submarine which exploded 
and sank without survivors. Then to 
Cienfuegos, Cuba for sugar, to Trini- 
dad and Puerto Rico in the Caribbean. 


On May 24, we sighted and picked 
up 18 survivors from lifeboats of the 
SS CARRABULLE and landed them 
at New Orleans, LA. 


In April 1943, I was assigned ashore 
at Army diversity-radio station WVDB, 
with receivers in Norco, LA. Transmit- 
ters were five miles away in Destrehan, 
LA. I had just graduated a radio class 
I was teaching in New Orleans. 


The Norco receivers were RCA Dual 
Diversity model 89. Western Electric 
850 HZ shift mercury-wetted relays fed 
a Wilcox-Gay modem with a 2+ cross 
-ellipse oscilloscope display. The anten- 
nas were rhombic, facing three direc- 
tions, on 90 foot poles. They covered 
about 20 acres. There was a switch- 
board and telephone lines to New 
Orleans and to Destrehan. We could 
turn the transmitters on or off from 
the switchboard and feed data to be 
transmitted. The transmitters were 
Press Wireless 40 KW and fed rhombic 
transmitting antennas, also on 90 foot 
poles. We would make contact 
manually by Morse code and notify 
New Orleans, who would send data to 
be transmitted. Then we would patch 
data from the receivers back to them. 
Most of our communications were 
with the Panama Canal Zone and 
Hawaii. 


On November 12, 1943 I was married 
in St. Rose, LA to Julie Marie Andry. 
Sgt E.E. Haynes and his then girlfriend 
Daisy June Walker went along as 
witnesses. Julie worked in the res- 
taurant where we had our meals. Daisy 
and Haynes were also married soon 
after. On January 5, 1944, I was 
transferred to Mobile, Alabama. Julie 
went along and we rented an apart- 
ment in Mobile. We lived there until 
June 4, 1944, when the ship I was 
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assigned to sailed. Julie then went to 
live with my parents in Evansville, 
Indiana until the end of the war. 


My second ship was U.S. Army 
Hospital Ship JOHN L. CLEM/ 
WUVA.. We supported five invasions 
in 1944 including landings in southern 
France on August 15. The radio room 
was a very busy place. We had to 
transmit our position, course and 
speed every four hours. This was 
required by international law, and was 
transmitted on 500 KCs. When we had 
a load of patients and headed for the 
United States, we would transmit the 
names, type of injury and name, 
address of the patient’s family. This 
was on HF and took several hours as 
we usually had about 600 patients. 
Sometimes if the sea was smooth I 
used a Vibroplex bug to speed things 
along. In rough weather, trying to use 
the typewriter was impossible. The ship 
would heel over and the carriage would 
fly to the end. Then you would have to 
request the coastal station to slow 
down, because you couldn’t write as 
fast as you could type. 


After the war was over, I discovered 
my amateur radio license had expired. I 
went to the FCC Office in Louisville, 
KY and re-tested. I was issued a 
General Class license, N9ASO. I enjoy 
making radio contacts on CW and 
have talked to most countries of the 
world. Most stations send a QSL card 
with their call sign on the front. I have 
a collection of several thousand. 


After the war, I became an equip- 
ment installer for Western Electric and 
A.T.&T. Long Lines and finally retired 
after 40 years during which I saw the 
whole country. Julie and I have been 
married nearly 53 years. We're just 
back from Louisiana and a big family 
reunion! (Quite a story, Mitch. Our 
very best wishes, both of you -Ed). 


More Incoming Mail 


From Bob Hickman, 41968-M, 
AASWE 


21 July 1996 
Hi Ted, 
Hope all is well in the heart-land. 


Saturday afternoon I received a call 
from Steve Brodie/KSZYZ. Steve lives 
in Pottsboro, TX and is a long-time 
friend of George Ahrens /WSIN. 


He informed me that George has 
moved to live with his daughter Suzan 
(Mrs. Frank Goad) at 1228 Woodbine 
CR, Moore, OK 73160. George is now 
89 and failing rapidly according to 
Steve. He has disposed of all of his 
ham gear and has asked Steve to 
contact all providers of tapes, maga- 
zines, etc. and request termination of 
service. Steve is going to return several 
tapes to me. So I’m going to drop 
George from the list. Pll notify Leona. 
We keep in touch and she has been 
busy, busy. Don’t recall if I advised you 
that Conrad Lunde had been dropped 
from the list about January this year. 
His wife wrote to Leona asking that no 
more tapes be forwarded. Conrad had 
just turned 90 and his condition was 
similar to that reported for George. 


That leaves five on the list: George 
Adamson, Charles Hess, Amory Pen- 
niwell, Russell Schmid and Slim Nei- 
berline,(4543-P, NSPQH) I’m sure 
there will be more. 


About two weeks ago, Slim called me 
mid-afternoon and wanted to know if I 
would check out a rig for him. I told 
him that I’d be happy to the next time 
he was around. He was around! Fif- 
teen minutes later he was in my drive. 


He had a new IC-738 but couldn’t 
see the controls well enough to 
operate it. We hooked it up on my 
bench and ran it through its paces and 


it performed well. 


His mailing address is still Hext, TX 
but he is living in Brady, about 25 miles 
from Hext. His present site is too small 
for a horizontal antenna, He is in the 
process of erecting (or having erected) 
a Cushcraft 7000. He says that he 
knows where he can locate a 40X glass 
for reading the rig panel and that he’ll 
be ORV soon. 


tly some unscrupulous 
people “ripped him off” soon after ie 
went to Hext. He left and went down 
to Junction, TX and is now in Brady. 
An attorney who is a retired colonel 
has taken over his affairs and is slowly 
regaining the property Slim lost when 
he went to Hext. 


Still without a computer here but 
think that it is about time to do the 
dirty deed and be able to clean up 
some of the backed up paperwork. 
Need to completely redo this room and 
then there may be room for more 
equipment. E-mail is tempting. 

In April we purchased a new Camry 
LE and the next month I dove in again 
and came up with a Yaesu FT990-AC 
so it is time to dive again and come up 
with the computer. 


Early June a horseshoe trip from 
TX to WV (to visit family and Mar- 
garet’s invalid sister in OH) then south 
to the Gulf Coast and back across to 
Texas. We spent a couple of hours 
with Tom/W8CCN and Nettie in Fair- 
mont, WV. Nice people. Hadn’t seen 
them in a couple of years. 

Now it is “staying in” time for the 
three hot months and then we may be 
on the move again... 


Hang loose, 73 
(Sgd)Bob Hickman, AASWE 


(Bob and Leona Wallace,, WA6OHB, 
read the Beacon to audio tape for 
visually impaired members. - Editor) 


Member Carries Olympic Torch 


Al Long, 359-P, WS5SEKE, was 
drinking coffee on a break while 
volunteering at a local hospital when a 
woman whose husband was dying of 
lung cancer approached. 


"She asked me to come and try to 
get her hus- 
band to talk. 
He had not 
opened his 
eyes or talked 
in three days," 
the 86 year-old 
Beaumont 
recalled. 


‘I knew a 
little about his 
life - very 
smart, came 
from Den- 
mark, learned 
to be a wire- 
less operator 
at a very 
young age and 
sailed the 
North Sea,” 
said Long, 
himself a wire- 
less operator 
in his youth. 

Knowing 
this, Long 
went to the 
motionless 
man’s bedside, 
held his band 
and began to 
talk to him 
about old-time radio equipment. 

"He responded by facial expressions 
and holding my hand for about 15 
minutes,” he said. 


The man then said, "God bless you," 
squeezed Long’s hand and died. 


For Long, the incident marked the 


greatest privilege a person can have: 
to help someone “cross over." 


"Make it peaceful and positive. 
Make it 
easier for 
them to go,” 
he said. 
During 
the eight 
years Long 
and his 
wife, Syivia, 
have volun- 
teered at 
local hospi- 
tals,they 
have helped 
patients and 
their fam- 
ilies cope 
with deaths, 
lives and 
recovery. 


Long was 
chosen as a 
Community 
Hero to 
carry the 
Olympic 
UF Oe rece 
through 
Southeast 
Texas for 
providing 
emotional 
and spiritual support to patients at two 
local hospitals. The Longs, married 
almost 64 yaars, bagan thair hospital 
ministry in part because of their own 
battles with cancer. 


“Sylvia and I have made it together,” 
he said. 


Long considers hospital volunteer 
work a “learned art" that takes some 
time to develop. 


"You never know what’s on the other 
side of a hospital room door," he said. 


The Longs have seen behind approxi- 
mately 20,000 such doors. They've 
visited all kinds of patients, from those 
who are deathly ill to those being 


rehabilitated. 


Long has come to know instinctively 
what patients need, what inspirational 
verses they might want to hear, sub- 
jects they might want to discuss, or if 
they might not want to talk at all. 


“You learn to watch facial expres- 
sions, emotions and reactions of 
patients. You know when to start and 
when to stop,” he said. 


With terminally ill patients, Long also 
has come to believe many choose their 
time to go. 


“You will know yourself that they are 
slipping away. Patients can almost pick 
the time they want to die,” Long said. 
“There’s a time to come and a time to 
go." (-Beaumont Zaverprise 5-13-96) 


On Wednesday, May 15, 1996, 
Southeast Texans on Beaumont’s Col- 
lege Street witnessed a spectacle they . 
will probably never see again - the 
passing of the Olympic Torch - on its 
way to symbolize the beginning of the 
centennial games in Atlanta. 

The average distance of a torch- 
bearer’s run was about a half-mile. As 
Al Long moved along his course, 
people called his name and urged him 
on. 


"You’re the man, Al! - we love you!” 
shouted a young woman. “Go, Al, go!” 


(-New York Zies, 5-26-96) 


CANADIAN SPARKS WRITES AMVER Sal/etin 
Before ’... a major tragedy at sea’ 


Dear Editor, (AMVER Bulletin) 


..For your information, this November 
I will have been a Radio Officer for 28 
years and all throughout those years | 
must have sent nearly a thousand 
AMVER messages. I do not think that 
this is a record but it certainly is an 
awful lot. And would you believe, not 
one was sent in a mode other than 
Morse Code. It is a shame that the 
U.S. Coast Guard closed down the 
High-Frequency Radiotelegraphy facili- 
ties at its three largest coast stations 
(NMN, NMC and NMO). Not all 
vessels have the modern communica- 
tions packages which IMO would like 
to see on all vessels. Personally, 1 have 
not talked to a USCG station ever 
since the radio-telegraphy service 
ceased. Almost all my AMVERs are 
routed via Canadian Coast Guard 
Radio Station Halifax/VCS in Morse, 
or, if out of range of VCS, any other 
radio-telegraphy station which accepts 
AMVERs free-of-charge. I also con- 
tinue to monitor 500kHz in Morse as 
it is still being used by many ships. I 
still cannot understand the decision by 
the U.S. Coast Guard to stop monitor- 
ing this international distress frequency 
BEFORE the full implementation of 
the Global Maritime Distress & Safety 
System on Feb 1, 1999! It seems that 
the U.S. Coast Guard, whom I recog- 
nized as being one of the most respon- 
sible bodies in the world when it comes 
to ensuring Safety Of Life At Sea, has 
now failed the marine community by 
removing itself from a serious respon- 
sibility. 

If this letter is highly critical of the 
U.S. Coast Guard, it is because I have 
based my whole career on the principle 
that seafarers should feel, if indeed 
they come to be in a distress situation, 
help from the nearest vessel is only a 


call away directly from one ship to the 
other. Somewhere, someone failed to 
see that a well-proven method of 
alerting and communicating regardless 
of language barriers and/or atmos- 
pherics, ie. Morse Code on 500kHz, 
should be part of the GMDSS, not 
excluded from it. But most assuredly, it 
should never have been shelved before 
full implementation of a new system 
when this system is encountering so 
many problems such as the extremely 
high rate of false alarms trom EPIRBs 
which has had the effect on the 
Mariner to ignore messages announc- 
ing alarms having been picked up by 
satellites! I know many ship Masters 
over the past 4 to 5 years who have 
treated these messages with total 
aloofness! It is indeed a sad situation 
and there is no reason for these false 
alarms to be occurring other than the 
fact that radiocommunications are now 
mostly in the hands of nonprofessional 
communicators who do not know what 
they are doing or are simply abusing 
the alerting system. Lets hope that one 
day we do not see a major tragedy at 
sea which could have been avoided had 
there been a professional communi- 
cator onboard. 


I hope my comments have not 
shocked you too much. | simply tell it 
as I see it! I also hope that this letter 
did not deter you from sending me the 
AMVER Bulletins. Maybe I have left 
you some food for thought in the way 
that the U.S. Coast Guard should be 
dealing with safety of life at sea. With 
all due respect, I remain, 


Yours very truly, 
Paul Du Mesnil, * Radio Officer 


*SOWP member 2557-M; Major 
excerpt from letter in Issue 1-96 of 
the U.S. Coast Guard Amver Bulletin 


Miracles Do Happen 
By the Editor - 


Perhaps it’s a divine coincidence, but 
right now one of my closest radio 
friends has been going through -as_ it 
is turning out- an experience that all 
will easily understand. Let me tell you 
about it: 


My friend is an SOWP member 
whom we will call “Mike”. He’s in his 
80’s and he and I and a couple of 
other SOWP members talk on SSB 
every weekday morning, 


Mike is a widower and has been for 
over 30 years. He has not remarried, 
but has a very close ladyfriend, many 
years a widow, we have named 
“Linda”. When their spouses died, 
these two became close, but did not 
remarry. They have become practically 
inseparable. Although they do not live 
together, each one is “power of attor- 
ney” for the other. Linda is 8. She 
had hip replacement surgery a few 
years ago. Two years ago, Mike slipped 
on a rug in the home where he has 
lived all his adult life. He broke his hip. 
After his hospital stay, a new hip and 
rehab time, Linda helped look after 
him. In time he recovered and their 
lives went back to their “normal” 
schedule - Mike again on the air from 
his ham station, going shopping, to 
church and restaurants with Linda and 
visiting Mike’s grown son and his 
family. 

Some weeks ago, Mike and Linda 
were at Mike’s house and were about 
to go somewhere together in Mike’s 
car. He was just ahead of her going 
down the front steps to the auto. 
Linda was following him, when sud- 


_ denly, she tripped or slipped and fell 


backward, struck the back of her head 
and went unconscious. She was rushed 
to the closest hospital in a town some 
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All At Sea With Simpson 


Part I 
By Henry D. Olson, 5496-TA, W6GXN - SK 


This is the concluding part of an 
article which was presented in the 
Beacon in June, 1996. Its author 
died unexpectedly March 9, 1996. 


In Part I, Frederick Grant Simpson 
was described as an American inven- 
tor and engineer who, although he was 
credited with at least 16 patents, never 
achieved the fame and fortune of 
contemporaries such as Marconi. His 
two most important patents were for a 
two-tube radio receiver and a two-tube 
radio transmitter. Both used triodes in 
what has come to be known as_pusb- 
pull circuitry. 


With the Simpson oscillator gircuit 
and their own grid-less Gammatron 
tubes, H&K was ready to go full steam 
ahead with equipping all Dollar Line 
ships and Dollaradio shore stations 
with HF transmitters. The standard HF 
transmitter design H&K came up with 
was the MC-201, using a two-tube 
power oscillator. Early units were 
made using RCA UV204A’s but as 
HK 255’s began to come off the H&K 
production line, all UV204A’s were 
replaced in early MC-201’s and HK 255 
tubes were built into new units. The 
H&K plant was moved from 219-221 
Natoma St, San Francisco, to a new, 
much larger facility in South San 
Francisco at 240 Dollar Ave. The new 
H&K plant, with its tube-fabrication 
section and increased level of HF 
equipment production, required sub- 
stantial increases in staff. During this 
transition period, H&K took on two 
new employees, Bill Eitel and Jack 
McCullough, respectively W6UF and 


W6CHE, who became the principal 
tube-men. Eitel and McCullough left 
H&K in 1934 over a disagreement 
between H&K and Dollar on whether 
H&K should go into the business of 
making tubes for the amateur radio 
market. Eitel and McCullough then 
formed their own tube manufacturing 
company (Eimac) in the city next to 
South San Francisco, San Bruno, and 
went on to become one of the largest 
manufacturers of transmitting tubes in 
the world. The basic Simpson oscillator 
circuit, Figure 2a, (was shown in Part 
I) with “modern” tube symbols used 
for simplicity. In practice, however, the 
Simpson circuit was usually operated in 
the self-rectifying mode from a 240 Hz 
M-G set and HV transformer. (The 
author did not furnish the circuit of 
Figure 2b,)... thought to be approxi- 
mately that of the MC-201, based on 
other H&K transmitter circuits which 
the author has seen. The self-rectifying 
circuit produced A2 (MCW) emission 
with a tone that was twice the M-G set 
frequency, -480 Hz, since each tube 
conducted on alternate half-cycles of 
the 240 Hz line frequency. Such ope- 
ration produced a relatively broad- 
spectrum signal and this form of 
radiation was often called the “Rock- 
Crusher” or “Granite-Grinder” mode. 
The signal was sufficiently broad that 
operators would not even notice the 
effects of selective fading that became 
common, once Al emission was later 
mandated. Also, operators of these 
Gammatron-tubed MC-201 transmit- 
ters tell of being able to actually see 
the filaments of the HK255’s move 
between key-up and key-down. This 
movement couldn’t have helped the 


stability of the MC-201 self-excited 


power oscillator, adding “chirp” to the 
signal. But remember, these were the 
early days of HF, when frequency 
tolerances were loose, A2 was permit- 
ted, and crystal-control not required. 
Further, not all receivers had BFO’s 
and receiver selectivity was only begin- 
ning to be defined. The HK255’s and 
their associated transmitters were 
made almost exclusively for Dollar 
ships and Dollaradio shore stations 
until about 1934. Literally hundreds of 
HK255’s were made, but none were 
ever sold on the open market. After 
1932, when the U.S. government for- 
ced RCA and the other members of 
the “Radio Trust” to sign a consent- 
decree stating that they would no 
longer only share their patents with 
each other on an exclusive basis and 
would divest themselves of stocks in 
each other’s companies, the tube busi- 
Mess opened up to “outsiders” like 
H&K, Taylor and others. The first 
H&K grid-type triode, the HK354, was 
announced in 1934 and was followed 
by a whole series of other triodes and 
a number of transmitting pentodes. All 
of these later grid-type tubes carried 
the Gammatron trademark, even 
though they were much different from 
the original grid-less Gammatron. 
These post-1934 tubes continued to 
use the best features of the early 
grid-less Gammatrons (tantalum 
anodes, internal insulator-less con- 
struction and Nonex envelopes), while 
incorporating improvements like 
thoriated tungsten filaments and cylin- 
drical grid and anode structures that 
had been denied them earlier. The new 
HK354 had a low-mu of 13.5 and so 
was adaptable to replacement in 


the Simpson oscillator service of the 
MC-201 transmitter, but it also was 
useful in new designs for amplifier 
service. (Later versions of the HK354 
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pushed the mu up as high as 22 in the 
HK354D). In a last gasp of RCA’s 
Opposition to Dollaradio, (later to be 
known as Globe Wireless and Heintz 
and Kaufman) RCA, AT&T and Vree- 
land Apparatus Co. sued H&K in 
1935-36 over infringement of the basic 
DeForest vacuum-tube oscillator 
patents # 1,507,016 and # 1,507,017. 
(By this time, David Sarnoff and Ralph 
Heintz had apparently developed an 
intense dislike for each other.) H&K 
did not “cave-in” when faced with the 
suit, but hired Dr. Frederick E. Ter- 
man of Stanford University as a con- 


sultant and expert witness. Ralph © 


Heintz and Fred Terman mounted a 
defense which was really a counter- 
attack, that may have been able to 
show that the DeForest patents were 
invalid because of “prior art”. After 
the first ten minutes of the trial, the 
RCA attorneys asked for a recess. 
Upon returning to court they asked to 
withdraw their complaint H&K had 
won! This outcome was in spite of the 
relatively weak technical position of the 
Simpson oscillator patent, as used by 
H&K. Meanwhile, Dollar ships and 
their incarnate embodiments of Com- 
modore Frederick Grant Simpson con- 
tinued to ply the seas, reminders of an 
inventor whose life spanned the eras of 
LF-Spark through HF tube-type trans- 
mitters. 


Epilog 

There is considerably more to the 
Dollar, Heintz and Kaufman, Dollara- 
dio, and Globe Wireless story than is 
presented here about the influence of 
Frederick Simpson’s patents. The 
author is at present (July, 1994) under- 
taking a more complete history of this 
group of companies, similar to the one 
he and Bill Orr, W6SAI, published in 
the 1993 Antique Wireless Association 
Review, on KFS, Federal Telegraph 


and Mackay Radio. 


Anyone in the SOWP who can offer 
any material on Dollaradio, Globe 
Wireless, H&K, KTK or other stations 
in the original Globe Wireless system, 
would surely be welcome to send the 
(Zeacoa Editor) material, even anec- 
dotal material. Does anyone still have 
an MC-201 transmitter, its manual - or 
even pictures of one? 


The author wishes to thank Mort 
Brewer W6JU, Roger Bunce W6EFT, 
Rod Deakin NR7E, Alan Douglas, 
Will Jensby WOEOM, Al Jones 
W6ODIA, Paul Letsinger W6SYL, Ron 
Martin W6ZF, Jim Maxwell W6CF, 
Bill Orr Wé6SAI, Rex Patterson 
W6VJJ, and Ed Prather W6GXF, for 
their inputs and encouragement with 
this article. 
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The Editor of this newsletter does 
not have the SOWP publication refer- 
red to in note 6 in his files. If any 
reader has it and would be willing to 
loan it to ye Ed, please drop us a line.. 


Similarly, anyone having historical 
material of the type referred to at the 
top of this column, please contact the 
Beacon editor. 


Miracles from Page 11 


40 miles away. She did not regain 
consciousness and was expected to live 
only a day or two. 


Mike told us all this on a Thursday 
morning. He was deep in shock and 
sorrow. All three of us in our QSO 
group wished him well and the contact 
that morning ended very quickly. 


Two days passed. By prior agreement, 
the morning came when Linda was to 


be disconnected from her respirator 
and just allowed to “slip away.” 


By the following Tuesday morning, 
Mike was back on the air. All of us 
thought it was probably all over. Not 
quite! He told us that the respirator 
was indeed removed. Linda lay there a 
few moments in silence with Mike and 
her sorrowing friends nearby. 


Then her miracle happened! She 
opened her eyes and said, “Where am 
I -how did I get here?” 


When Mike told us this story on the 
air, his three friends were dumb- 
founded, speechless and overjoyed. 
Each of us had a similar comment 
about “Divine intervention...a mira- 
cle...the Lord was watching over her.” 


Several weeks have now passed. 
During that time, Linda’s condition 
went from “guarded with brain surgery 
indicated” to “stable” to “slow im- 
provement.” After more weeks came 
the report - “surgery no longer indica- 
ted” - surely a continuation of the 
miracle. 

Linda is now at a nursing center for 
rehab and continued recovery. Mike 
will look in on her frequently. And 
Mike’s and Linda’s friends will con- 
tinue to pray and wish them both well. 
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CW Forever! Sign Up Your 
Friends in SOWP! 


Back in ‘Debkaibe 1995, during our 
SOWP annual Round-Up party, I had 
the pleasure of meeting up once again 
with member Oiva A. Simila/N30S 
(#3322-P). While exchanging a few 
pleasantries, Oiva mentioned that he’d 
been involved in an air rescue years 
back that I might like to include in a 
column some day. Most of my columns 
relate stories of seagoing Sparks so | 
was delighted at this opportunity to 
feature another facet of wireless 
operating experiences. Never one to let 
an opportunity slip by, once the holi- 
day season was past, I contacted Ojiva 
and he obligingly sent along the follow- 
ing vignette from his days of service 
with Pan American Airlines. 


xe 


As Oia recalls - It was back in the 
summer of 1946, a beautiful morning 
in Fairbanks, Alaska as the crew 
prepared for their return Pan Am 
flight to Seattle, WA. They had flown 
up the previous day on a venerable 
Douglas DC-3, stayed overnight at the 
Nordale Hotel and breakfasted at the 
Model Cafe. 


Oiva was the radio officer, Captain 
Amundsen was in charge, and the 
co-pilot’s name Ojiva couldn’t remem- 
ber. After all, he reminds us, this did 
take place 50 years ago. 


The flight from Fairbanks to Juneau 
was routine, with a stop mid-way at 
Whitehorse. At the time the weather 
was still fine, lake waters below spar- 
kling blue in the sunshine. Oiva was 


kept busy enroute, contacting by CW 
the terminal stations, obtaining 


weather and sending position reports. 


A low pressure area was reported to 
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A ’FLYING’ SPARKS RECALLS 


be moving in on the coast, producing 
high surface winds and rain, but it was 
decided that although some strong 
headwinds could be expected, the flight 
could continue to fly from Juneau 
direct to Seattle nonstop. 


Immediately after leaving Juneau, the 
DC-3 entered cloud banks and it 
became necessary to proceed on in- 
struments. As they approached Peters- 
burg, Ojiva received a message from 
Annette Island (the airport then serv- 
ing Ketchikan) informing him that an 
aircraft had declared an emergency. It 
was reported as flying at 300 feet in 
thick weather in a harbour. Lost, and 
with fuel running low, the aircraft 
needed guidance on how to get to the 
airport. Could the DC-3 assist, they 
were asked? 


Captain Amundsen and his co-pilot 
studied the message and discussed with 
Oiva what procedure they could use to 
locate the aircraft. The radio opera- 
tor’s position had a manual loop and 
Oiva thought they could provide a 
radio fr Captain Amundsen wanted 
to help but reminded them that the 
DC-3 had little fuel to spare and the 
passengers were anxious to get to their 
destination on time. The flight crew 
were well aware that because of the 
approaching low pressure area moving 
toward the coast should the winds 


really pick up, their ground speed 
could be reduced to 100 mph or less. 


Oiva passed a message to the 
operator at Annette Island requesting 
that the pilot of the lost aircraft 
provide a carrier on 3,105 kHz. for at 
least ten minutes. 


The first relative bearing obtained 


was about hes degrees. ee the 180 
degree ambiguity of the loop, this 
indicated the lost plane was either 
SSW or NNE of the DC-3’s position. 
So the aircraft was turned to place the 
signal at 90 degrees. The flight crew 
then began a right triangle procedure. 
If the signal was to the right side, the 
loop reading would increase, if it was 
on the left, the loop reading would 
decrease. The DC3 flew a steady 
course providing the base line of the 
right angled triangle and determined 
the other angles. 


Training at Pan Am had prepared the 
crew for this type of situation and Oiva 
carried a note book in his pocket in 
which were calculated the distance to 
the signal source dependent upon how 
fast the loop reading changed. After 5 
minutes, he soon found a good time to 
stop the procedure, the bearing was 60 
degrees, and the co-pilot plotted the 
results. They had a line of position 
from their 90 degree bearing, they had 
the base line distance run (160 mph x 
1/12 hr.= 13.3 miles) and the angle (60 
deg.) which gave them the miles from 
the signal source. Or as Ojiva calculates 
it a tangent of 60 degs. = 1.7321 x 13.3 
miles (distance run) = 23 miles when 
the beam bearing was taken. 


The above procedure was quick, says 
Oiva, and the plotted position of the 
lost aircraft was determined to be NW 
of Annette Island at 13230” west 
longitude and 55’30” north latitude. 


Jack Jefford, chief pilot for the 


Federal Aviation Administration at the 
time, was on the ground at Annette 
Island. Being thoroughly familiar with 


Continued - Page 17, Col. 3 
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GLOBE WIRELESS 
ACQUIRES FORMER VOA 
FACILITY 


Former Dixon Relay Station 
Placed In Service as Globe-Email 


Transmit Site 


Half Moon Bay, CA: 


Globe Wireless announced 
on May 15, 1996 that it had 
acquired a radio transmiting 
location previously used by the 
Voice of America. The former 
Dixon Relay Station, located 
eight miles southeast of Dixon, 
CA will be used to connect 
vessels in the PacificOcean with 
land-based elecctronic mail sys- 
tems including the Internet. 


The history of the Dixon 
Relay Station goes back more 
than fifty years. Construction 
began for the radio transmitting 
facility at the 640 acre Dixon 
site in 1943. The Voice of 
America used the Dixon loca- 
tion, starting in 1944, to broad- 
cast information and entertain- 
ment to shortwave radio lis- 
teners in Asia and the Pacific. 
Until 1963, the National Broad- 
casting Company (NBC) opera- 
ted the site under contract to 
the US Government. Transmis- 
sions from the Dixon Relay 
Station ceased in 1983. 


The VOA used three Collins 
250 kilowatt transmitters and 
two. General Electric 100 
kilowatt transmitters when the facility 
was operational. Still remaining on the 
site are two massive dipole curtain 
arrays and ten rhombic antennas, most 
still in operating condition. Skeletons 
of the GE and Collins transmitters 
also remain. 


Globe Wireless plans to install 
transmitters and antennas for its mari- 
time public coast station KFS at the 
new site. The current KFS transmitter 
location, in Palo Alto, California, will 
be phased out of operation over the 
next few years. 


One of three, 340-foot tall supporting towers for the 
two dipole curtain arrays. (Looking Southwest) 


“Room for expansion at MX is 
severely limited,” stated Rod Deakin, 
Chief Engineer of Globe Wireless. The 
new site in Dixon will give us plenty of 
Space to add transmitters and antennas 
as the Global Radio Network grows,” 
continued Deakin. (MX, which stands 


for Marsh Transmitter, is the tradi- 
tional landline telegraph designator for 
the KFS Palo Alto transmitter site -a 
marshy area on the shore of San 
Francisco Bay.) 


In fact, according to company 
officials, Globe Wireless may also relo- 
cate the transmitters for public 
coast station KPH to the new 
Dixon location. Transfer of 
that station’s license to Globe 
Wireless from MCI Inter- 
national is pending FCC 
approval. The MCI station 
currently transmits from 
Bolinas, California. 


Aeronautical Radio, Inc. 
(ARINC) will sub-lease space 
at the Dixon site from Globe 
Wireless. ARINC is installing 
transmitters to communicate 
with the flight crews of aircraft 
flying over the Pacific Ocean 
and South America. 


Globe Wireless (r) based in 
Half Moon Bay, California, is 
a@ maritime communications 
service provider dedicated to 
the modernization of high fre- 
quency (HF) radio for marine 
applications. Their new ser- 
vice, GlobeEmail, is revolu- 
tionizing HF radio data com- 
munications. In addition, a full 
range of wireless messaging 
services - including electronic 
mail, facsimile, telex, and tele- 
grams - is available woridwide 
via public coast stations in- 
cluding A9M in Bahrain, KEJ 
in Hawaii, KFS in California, SAB in 
Sweden, VCT in Newfoundland, WNU 
in Louisiana, VIP at Perth, Australia 
and ZLA in New Zealand. (Text 
and photograph furnished by Globe 
Wireless - Editor). 


WELCOME - NEW MEMBERS 


A warm “Welcome Aboard” to the 
following who have joined SOWP since 
our last issue. 


Laurel C., BERGGREN, 5183-M, P.O. 
Box 26, Wilcox, NE 68982-0026 FS: US 
Navy CVS-45/NKEU 


Raymond J. ECKMANN, 518+-V, 
N2REM, 5 Voorhis Dr., Old Beth- 
page, NY 11804 FS: 1943, US Navy 


James Deane ANDERSON, 5185-V, 
NOQJUN, P.O. Box 115, Holyoke, CO 
807334-0115 FS: 1942 USN DE129 


Bette J. CLEMONS, 5186-TA 1419 
East Rancho Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85014 
2416 (Author: Wake of The Wireless- 
man) 


Raymond H. KNUTH, 5187-V, 
KB8ZYY P.O. Box 271 Oscoda, MI 
48750-0271 FS:1961 USAFSS Japan 


Raymond P. GASCON, 5188-M, 
W7SJS 2038 Mockingbird Dr. S., 
Salem, OR 97302-6067 


William J. MEWHORTER, 5189-V, 
ABSED 2300 Maxwell Dr., Midland, 
TX 79705-4910 


Angela M. HARROP, 5190-M, 
VE7ANG S11 C10 RRI Naramata, BC 
CANADA V0H 1N0 


Daune D. HAYNES, 5191-V, N4FCY 
412 W. Sidnor St. Alvin, TX 77511-226 
(E-mail: N4FCY @usa pipe- 
line.com 

William D. FRASER, 5192-V (Sec’y 
Canadian Merchant Navy Assn.) 5620 
Carriageway Cr., Halifax, N.S., 
CANADA B3K 5K4 


Earl J. SCHNUR, 5193-M. W8CYG 
523 S. Bellvue, Lake Orion, MI 48362- 
2714 


Kjell SANDVIK, 5194-M, LA3GI, 
Svaleieveien 11, Fauske, N-8200 
NORWAY 


CHANGE of ADDRESS 


George W. Ahrens, 0274-P,WS5IN 
FROM: 3216 Townsend Dr., Dallas, 
TX 75229 TO: 1228 Woodbine Cr., 
(c/o Goad) Moore, OK 73160 


STREET No. CHANGE ONLY 
Vincent Bennett, 3896-M TO: 404 
1'101 Hilda St., Victoria, BC 
CANADA V8V 4T2 


William C. Boughten, 4295-V, N7DXR 
FROM: 22401 9th Ave., SE Bothell, 
WA 98021 TO: 20702 31st Dr., SE 
Bothell, WA 98012 


Charles B. Cohen. 4579-V, W2FQ 
FROM: 3125 nw 10th St, Del Ray 
Beach, FL 33445 TO: 121 N. Croft 
Ave. Apt. 301, LosAngeles, CA 90048. 


Call Sign | Change: 
Daniel B. Courtney, 1156-P 2210 21st 


St. West Bradenton, FL 34205-4578 
FROM: K4HDV TO: WOABO 


ZIP CODE CHANGE ONLY 
Harry J. Dannals, 4975-V, W2HD 1800 
Bentivar Drive, Charlottesville, VA 
FROM: 22901 TO: 22911 


David T. Davies, 0822-SGP, WéXE 
FROM: 244 Delphinium Street, 
Encinitas, CA 920243303 TO: 4 
Barker Ave., Fairfax, CA., 94930-2003 


Call Sign Change: 
W.H. Fishback, 3899-P 6 Locust Grove 
Rd., Harwich, MA 026645 
FROM: W1JE TO: W1IKU 


Edgar A. Freitas, 0514-SGP, W6EDS 
FROM: 3371 Vickers Dr., Glendale, 
CA., 91208 TO: 27500 Largo Vista 
Rd Rte. 1, Box 6 Valyermo, CA 93563 


Arnold V. Frutiger, 4224-V, W7CSY 
FROM: 4330 S. Twombly Ave., Port- 
land OR 97201 TO: 17500 NW Shady 
Fir Loop Beaverton, OR 97006 


Joseph P..Gardner, 5068-M, K7CI 
FROM: 14221 Medwick Rd. Upper 
Marlboro, MD 20772-8523 TO: RR 7 
Box 574-B Fairmont, WV 26554 


Carl L. Goatcher, 1373-V, WOHRL 
FROM: 1030 Thistle Downs SE. 
Leland, NC 28451 TO: 17 James River 
Road, Kimberling City, NC 25686 


William E. Halpin, 5013-M, KISMF 
FROM: 1212 19th St. N., Jacksonville 
Beach, FL 32250 TO: RR-1, Box 339 
Milbridge, ME 04658 


Raymond E. Heimberger, 0418-M, 
W8IT FROM: 2530 Superior Ave., E. 
Cleveland, OH 44114-4200 TO: 3670 
Stoer Rd., %Kuhiman, Cleveland, OH 
44122-5116 


Jack C. McCoy, 4293-V, W6WYW 
FROM: 441 S. Cypress Ave., San Jose, 
CA 95117-1532 TO: 13045 Sytva Lane, 
Sonora, CA 95370-6913 


Thomas M. Moss, 0985-V, W4HYW 
FROM: 2125 Connally Dr., East Point, 
GA 30344 TO: 100 Cedar Cove Trail 
Fayetteville, GA 30215-5453 


ZIP CODE CHANGE ONLY: Neil 
Spencer, 8953 Antigua Dr. FROM: 
Largo, FL 34647-2141 TO: Largo, FL 
33777 


i :; Kenneth J. 
Taylor, 1906-P 86 Marlboro Rd., 
Guelph, ON CANADA NIE 3X8 
FROM: VE3CHN TO: VA3KT 


Call Sign Change: James M. Webs- 
ter, 2120 Robins LN, SE, #66A, 
Salem, OR 97306-2623 
FROM: W6WZX TO: W7AXD 


Kenichi Yamaguchi, 4797-M, JRSDMS 
FROM: 2-33=16 Okamoto, Setagaya, 
Tokyo 157 Japan (Tel: 03-3417-5243) 
TO: 1-7-9-303 Kazurashima, Kochi 
City, 780 Japan (Tel: 0888-85-2543) 


*¢ 


Like-Minded Friends 
Have you heard of FISTS, the Inter- 
national Morse Preservation Society? 
For information, contact Ms. Nancy 
Kott, WZ8C, P.O. Box 47, Hadley, MI 
48440-0047 (e-mail: nancy@tir.com) 


SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP mem- 
bers as they join our Chapter Eternal. 
We send our sincere sympathies to 
those they held dear. 


ASHBY, Franklin B., 4562-P, A6AJU 
Eatonville. WA. Reported in QST, 
July, 1996. No other details. 


BARNETT. Charles H., 3371-M, 
KA4HTZ, Falls Church, VA. No date 
or details, mail returned. 


BOLLER, Robert O., 2629-V, NORB 
Hermitage, MO., Apr. 13, 1996, Age 
76. Reported by OOTC, July, 1996. 


BONNELL, Maurice H., 4690-P, 
Broken Bow, NE, April 8, 1996, age 
93. Born in Lee County, Iowa in 1902 
he served 1927-28 as a Great Lakes 
wireless operator. He was a member of 
United Aircraft Welders since 1937, 
retiring in 1968. Mr. Bonnell worked 
on several famous planes, including 
one flown by Wiley Post that is now in 
the Smithsonian Institution. 
BRATTLAND, Armond D., 
0139-SGP, K6EA, Chula Vista, CA. 
Per OST, July, 1996. No details. 


CALLAHAN, Edward C., 257-P, 
W6KO, Pebble Beach, CA., Age 89 
per info from daughter. No other 
details. 


CLENDENON, William D., 2025-V, 
7-3 Brevard, NC., Oct 15, 1995. No 
details. 


COX, Edward DJ. 3004-P, VE7DIH 
Brentwood Bay, B.C., August 24, 1995. 
No other details. Reported by Keith 
W. Kennedy, 4698-M, VE7KWK from 
The Canadian Amateur magazine, 
May, 1996. 


DALY, Robert O. 4480-V, W7ETY ) 
5-22 Spokane, WA. No details. Per 
QST, June 1996. 


ELKINS, Carl L, 5306-TA, AI4P 
Nashville, TN. No details. Per QST, 
June, 1996. 


GENTINE, Paul W., 3546-P, WSLBR, 
age 77, at Walter Reed Medical Cen- 
ter, Washington, D.C., Nov. 12, 1995. 
Died from a coronary attack while 
being treated for lung infection. He 
became a Radioman in the U.S. Army 
in the mid-30s. Later worked and 
instructed in radar after being selected 
for the first military class in that field. 
Reported by son, Marc Gentine, 
Friendswood, TX, May 15, 1996. 


KELLY, Robert R., 2432-V, W6MXO 
Pacifica, CA, June 27, 1996. Age 79. 
Heart and lung problems. Spent most 
of his woking life as ground radio 
operator for American and TWA 
airlines and retired from Aeronautical 
Radio, Inc., Foster City, CA. 


LARSON, Duane C., 3533-V, NOBMA 
New Ulm, MN. No details Reported in 
OST, August, 1996 


LENT, Charles W., 3183-V, KC4VK 
Lakeland, FL. No details Reported in 
QST, August, 1996 


MASON, Howard F., 2838-SGP, 
ex-7BK Seattle, WA., June 26, 1996. 
Age 95. He was a radio operator with 
Admiral Richard E. Byrd in Antarc- 
tica, 1929-30. Reported by Don New- 
man, 58-P, W7CO 


MILLER, Lee H., 2167-P, W6TDC 2 
Cortez, CA., April 2, 1996 Mail retur- 
ned to HQ. No other details. 


MOSS, Thomas M., 0985-V, W4H YW 
Fayetteville, GA., April 10, 1996 Age 
78, diabetes and respiratory problems, 
per info from nephew. 


PETERSON, Ralph A. 4482-P, 
AA4BC_ Huntsville, AL. No details. 
Per QST, June 1996, 


SCOTT, Leonard Clayton, 1590-P, 
VEZTEN, 5-22 78, Nov. 2, 1995, Surrey, 
B.C. No other details. Reported by 


Gene Warren, 3338-P, VE7BRC and 
Gordon Tucker, 3813-V, W7FLF. 


STRONG, Donald E., 3559-P, NSCID 
Farmers Branch, TX., May 10, 1996. 
Age 84. Per OOTC, July, 1996. 


Richard S., 5052-V, 
KBSQFA, Santa Fe, NM., May 28, 
1996, Age 67. Per OOTC, July, 1996. 


Buoys & Gulls - from Page 14 


the terrain, he volunteered to fly out 
over the bay, locate the aircraft and 
guide it to the airport, and this he did 
successfully. 


The Pan-Am crew were later advised 
that the Norseman landed at Annette 
with fuel gauges showing near empty, 
the pilot giving heartfelt thanks to Jack 
Jefford for his heroic rescue. Thanks 
due in very large part also to the flight 
crew of the DC-3. 


As a postscript Oiva adds that he 
bas no idea who was on the lost 
Norseman, or who the operator at 
Annette Island was at the time, adding 
‘Wouldn’t it be great after all these 
years if this article might find one or 
more of those involved!’ 


As a little background on Ojiva, he 
was born in Minnesota about 60 miles 
north of Duluth in 1916, his family 
moving to northern Michigan in ‘26. 
He received his first amateur license, 
W9OGI], in 1937. After Pan Am ser- 
vice Oiva worked for Aeronautical 
Radio Inc. retiring in 1979 after 30 
years service. 
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SOWP and the IWWW (?) 


No, not the Industrial Wireless 
Workers of the World, but the Inter- 
net World Wide Web. Our Inter- 
national Affairs, VP, Joe Gardner, 
5068-M, K7CI, is developing a Home 
Page “on the Web". We'll have more 
info in our next Beacon 


Announcing - the Annual SOWP 
International QSO Roundup 


December 12 - 14, 1996 
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The Annual SOWP International CW Roundup has become an event of great popularity among our members, providing a 
reunion among ourselves near the Holiday Season. In addition, the affair has proven to be an excellent public relations 
exercise, extending worldwide. 


DATE/TIME: The Roundup will begin at 1901 Eastern Standard Time, Thursday, December 12, 1996 (0001 UTC December 
8) and will end 51 hours later at 2200 EST, Saturday, December 14, 1996, (0800 UTC Sunday, December 15). This time 
period accomodates members who are unable to participate on weekdays (Wed., Thur., Friday only) including our overseas 
members. No participant should feel compelled to operate for a period longer or shorter than he or she wishes. 


FREQUENCIES: Five amateur bands, 3.5 MHz; 7 MHz; 14 MHz; 21 MHz; and 28 MHz will be used. A ten (10) kHz portion 
is allocated at 50 to 60 KHz up from the low end of the bands. Example: 7,050 KHz to 7,060 KHz. Note: Listen for "DX" 
stations +/- 5 KHz above and/or below these segments. 


MESSAGE EXCHANGE: Message content shall be as follows: 
NR. Your SOWP membership number without suffix (M, V, P, SGP, etc.) 
Your First name or Nickname 
Location: Your State, Province or Country 
EXAMPLE: NR 783 W4HU John VA (Sent) 
NR 2581 W4ZC Jack MD (Rec’d) 
NOTE: NO CONTACT or QSO NUMBERS SHOULD BE SENT. 


SCORING: Each completed exchange with another SOWP member will count ONE (1) POINT. However, if you contact the 
same station on three (3) or more bands, add three (3) points to your overall total point score for each station so contacted. 
We encourage greater use of 3.5 MHz and 7 MHz. Look for contacts on those bands during the first 15 minutes of each 
hour during band openings. 


LOGS: Please make up your own log sheets. Include columns for: 


1. Band Used. 2. Date/time of QSO. 3. SOWP Nr. received. 4. Call of Station Worked. 5. Operator’s name. 6. Name of State, 
Province or Country. 


The heading of your log sheet should show your own call sign and the text of the message you transmitted for each exchange. 
For example - ( NR 881 W8TP Ted OH). Your completed log sheets should be forwarded to our Vice President for Awards, 
John H. Swafford, W4HU, 2025 N. Kensington St., Arlington, VA 22205 USA by January 15, 1997. 


AWARDS: Certificates will be presented to the top seven scorers indicating their positions. Certificates of Participation will 
be sent to all who submit logs showing five (5) or more contacts. 


WE HOPE MANY, MANY SOWP MEMBERS WITH AMATEUR STATIONS WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE SPIRIT 
OF FELLOWSHIP IN THIS GET TOGETHER EVENT. We encourage extended exchanges between members, rather than 
mere “contesting”. - 73 and good luck- 


Your 1996 SOWP ROUNDUP COMMITTEE: 
John Swafford, 783-V, W4HU, Chairman; Jack Kelleher, 2581-P, W4ZC, President, SOWP; Ted Phelps, 881-P, W8IP 


SOWP NETS & SCHEDULES / UTC 


1996 THROUGH 3@ MARCH, 1997 - (STANDARD TIME IN NORTH AMERICA) 
See Note below listings on use of local time 


NET NAME DAY TIME (UTC) FREQ. NCS ANCS 
VANCOUVER B.C. Daily 1715- 147.54 VE7AAT-Art VE7YL- 
18090 FM SPX Elizabeth 
HAPPY HOUR(No.Calif) M-F 0100 (SSB)3947.5 Wé6TQU-Hap KD6HO-Chas. 
PICKERILL Start MON 1500 FM 146.97 W2EEQ-Russ (Mt. Carmel ) 
8 OSY S FM 145.135 (Don Masten Memorial Net) 
HAPPY HOUR(So.Calif) TUE QQ001 (CW)3745 W6VFT-Ben 
NY TUE 0030 (SSB)3947.5 W6VFT-Ben 
INLAND SEAS TUE 0000 7040 W8FEC-Art W8PQO- "SP" 
° TUE 0100 3555 WS8FEC-Art W8PQO- "SP" 
CAPITAL AREA (SSB) TUE 1500 3966 W4HU-John+ W4ZC-Jack+ 
+NCS alternates each week+ 
H.K.WARNER MEMORIAL TUE 1500 14058 W8CCN-Tom 
TRANSCONTINENTAL NET 
JACK BINNS WED 04090 3555 VET7KWK- Keith 
OSCAR HARRISON MEM. THU 1600 14058 WOAP- Mac 
TRANSCONTINENTAL NET 
HAPPY HOUR(So.Calif) FRI QOO1 (CW)3745 W6VFT-Ben 
; FRI 090302 (SSB)3947.5 W6VFT-Ben 
RICHARD JOHNSTONE FRI 0400 3555 W7FLF-Tuck W6EJB-John 
(Pacific Coast) ROLL CALL BULLETINS 
CAPITAL AREA SAT 1400 3665 W4ZC-Jack 
YANKEE EAST COAST SAT 14390 7040 KA2ZNE-Bob W8FEC-Art 
SWISS (Edelweiss) SUN Q915 7027 DJOOS-Cliff HB9BYO- 
Harald 
SOUTHEASTERN SUN 1900 7055 WOABO-Dan N4PS-Sam 


Most of these nets maintain the same local starting time throughout the year. 
From April through October they begin one hour earlier by the UTC clock. 


- SOWP HIGH SPEED CODE PRACTICE and CERTIFICATION TEST SCHEDULES - 
George Hart, WINJM, regularly conducts high speed practice and certification 
tests sponsored by SOWP throughout 


UTC on 3523 and 7023 kHz. From December through April, 


the year on Monday and Thursday at 91304 
the schedule is main- 


tained from WINJM/4. Certification tests are held on the first Monday (UTC) 


in May and November at @13@ UTC. 
wpm in various increments, decrements and sequences 


On the practice runs, 


speeds are from 20-65 
as announced by WI1NJM. 


W. Conley Smith, K6DYX, has two runs each week on 7025 kHz at 9@33@ UTC Monday 


and Thursday. Rob Griffin, AB6YR will be Smitty’s backup. 


certification tests are from 40 through 6@ wpm in 5 wpm steps. 


Note: Send changes/corrections to the Editor, 


6289 Olde Orchard Dr., Columbus, 


OH 43213 


Ted Phelps, 
-3416. Tel: (614)-866-6289. 


W8TP, 


Speeds for the 


at 


The Editor’s Mini-Mailbag 


Among interesting mail we've 
received is a copy of NARTE NEWS,, 
published by a commercial group called 
The National Association of Radio 
and Telecommunications Engiineers, 
Inc. It conducts quarterly commercial 
license exams, now “privatized” for 
FCC at conventions and other gather- 
ings. Its copyrighted newsletter also 
includes interesting technical and his- 
torical articles. Thanks to Milt Sty- 
miest, 4517-V, KJ1T. 


set 


Hessel Kooistra III, 3345-M, NG6Y, 
writes..."I am now a retired REO, and 
a current third year medical student at 
the University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston. Quite a change. 
If I ever get some time, I will write you 
some sea stories....73..." You Bet! - Ed. 


A FEW e-mail ADDRESSES 


Robert Brady, 2387-V, WA4FIM, on 
line at astroham@msn.com 
Birgitta Gustafsson, 3834-M, on line at 
birgitta. gustafsson@ingress_se 
Frank J. Breidt, 5157-TA, KB7RNV, 
online at breidtfe@aol.com 

Bob Eldridge, 3534-V, VE7BS, on 
line at eldridge@whistler.net 


Joe Gardner, 5068-M, K7CI on line 
at carto@access.mountain.net 


Bill Jackson, 3612-V, W6HDP, on line 
at wijackson@primencet.com 


Hessel Kooistra, III, 3345-M, on line 
at Hess@lamprey.utmb. edu 
Ben Russell, 1853-V, N6SL, on line 
at N6SL@communique.net 


Send yours to SOWP HO for inclusion 
in our next membership directory. 


issue. 
Thanks to all 
who _ provided 
copy! These 
are challenging 
times. Customary items in our fields of 
interest are changing rapidly. Let's 
keep our eyes on the “changers” - and 
what they DO, not what they SAY! 


REMINDER - Keep In Touch! 


In order for you receive your 
Beacon promptly, we need your 
correct _and current mailing address! 


So when you move, even for an 
extended vacation, drop a line to the 
Secretary at P.O. Box 86, Geyserville, 
CA 95541-0086. 
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